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Kay Pfluke -Clerk  of Session 226-2461 

Randy Ayers – Troop 86   226-8517 

Susan Blease-Stew./Presb. Rep 226-9541 

Sandy Chambers-Rummage 
Sales/Crisis Aid 226-6517 

Justin Dietrich – Stewardship, 
Spec. Accts./Tech Task Force   281-6750 

Vanessa Hendrickson-Harvest 
& Spring Dinners/Personnel  346-3225 

Gene Loriot-Mission Int./Nom. 223-6286 

Molly Low -Christian.Ed. 226-8086 

Sue Mallory – Memorial/Nom. 624-1424 

Julie Mead – Harvest/Spring 
Dinners/Worship   230-1358 

Duane Staples – Trustees, 
Building Committee 226-6498 

Julie Tucker– Fellowship Act./
Hospitality 226-9715 

Jennifer Welch- Rummage 
Sales  226-2657 

Elizabeth Dietrich–               
Chair person/Nominating 

281-6727 

Dinah Mayer– Cheer & 
Sunshine 

582-1070 

Paula Morey – Memorial 624-2471 

Elaine Neth – Crisis Aid/
Christmas Post Office 

226-6366 

Christian Trewer-Flowers/
Personnel  

748-7943. 

Paul Turk – Candles 624-1399 

From the Pastor: 
 In this holiday season we celebrate two new beginnings.   
We rejoice in the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a birth that inaugurated 
a true new beginning for all of humanity.  Then on January 1,    
2010, we celebrate the beginning of a new year.  Both of these   
celebrations affirm our belief that we humans can actually have new 
beginnings.   

 It is not always obvious to us that we can begin again.  After 
a death or the loss of a job or the break up of a relationship we often 
initially feel that our lives at an end.  We simply cannot perceive of  
a new beginning.  In fact in much of human history most people 
were trapped in the circumstances in which they were born.  There 
were few if any new beginnings.  This may be why the Christian 
faith caught on so well in the West.  Here was a way of rising above 
the status of a slave or serf or of one of so-called noble birth.  The 
good of news Christ Jesus is that we can begin again, be born anew 
and so have a meaningful, joy filled life.  Or put another way, our 
faith is the faith of second chances. 

 No matter what we have done or have had done to us; no 
matter how bleak our present circumstances or our future seems; in 
the grace and mercy of God we can have a fresh start.  This fresh 
start begins within us.  As we open ourselves to the possibility of 
God's grace at work for us we begin to be born anew.  We begin to 
experience a new strength and hope.  And because God is faithful 
we actually begin to grow into a new life. 

 It is possible that outwardly we may not seem much changed.  
Yet starting deep in our souls and gradually growing from within we 
can and do begin to experience new life and new hope.   

 This amazing gift of second chances was given to us and all 
humanity in the birth of Jesus as the Christ.  We celebrate the prom-
ise of this gift in the weeks leading up to December 25th and then on 
the 24th and 25th we join together to affirm our faith that we, in fact, 
do have, through God's grace, the power to know new life.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Parish Associate: The Rev. Dr. S. Sauvé 

Sunday School/Youth Ministry Coordinator: 
Linda Heeler                                                        

Choir Director/Bell Choir: Joanne Cole 

Organist: Carol Belec 

Secretary: Debi Leinbach 226-3387 

Email for WeatherVane articles:  

Avonmongeau@netscape.com 

Treasurer: Lori Cruz 

Church: 226-6460 

www.avonchurch.com 

 Maybe your life has been pretty good and you 
don't really need any new beginnings.  But many of 
us have found ourselves in those places where we 
truly needed a way out, real hope, a fresh start. Any 
of us who have experienced grief are familiar with 
such places.  Any of us who have experienced the 
loss of any significant person or  position or thing, 
including the loss of our own self respect have had 
similar feelings.  It is then that we need a rebirth, 
and it then that what God has done for us through 
Christ Jesus becomes so vitally important.  And        
that is what we celebrate in this holiday season. 

 We also note that our calendar has rotated 
through its twelve months and we are back again at 
January 1.  Of course this is a rather arbitrary            
marking of a new beginning.  We could just as          
easily celebrate new beginnings with the Chinese 
New Year or the Jewish New Year or the Mayan 
Calendar New Year.  All such markings of the         
passing of time are tied to the cycles of nature and  
so rotate through our annual circuit around the sun.  
So regardless of when we note the “New Year” we 
are acknowledging that there is a season for                
everything, that all matters come and go; and that        
in fact there are times when we can muster our               
energies to try something new.  This is an age old 
human hope. 

 The fact that it can be realized is because, first: 
God has created us in the divine image and so has 
given us amazing creative powers to create along 
with God.  And second: God really changed every-
thing in the birth of Christ Jesus.  Our age old,          
natural human hope for the chance of a new                
beginning was given the possibility of being fulfilled 
when God showed us how to connect with the divine 
power already within us.  God did this through 
Christ Jesus.  

 Remember, we call the Christ Child Emmanuel, 
meaning “God is with us.”  Jesus also clearly 
teaches us that when we begin to trust God we          

(Continued from page 1) 

actually claim our divine relationship with God.  
We are God's children, just as the Christ Child is 
the Son of God.  You and I are daughters and sons 
of the living God.  When we claim this startling 
fact of life for ourselves then we truly begin to 
have new life.   

 The only way to really claim and appreciate 
and be grateful for this astounding gift of new life 
is to live it, every day, in every moment, to the 
best of our abilities.  In this holiday season of hope 
and new beginnings may we have the courage and 
God's grace to actually live as God's renewed         
children of grace and love.  Then our Christmas 
and our New Year will be truly blessed.   

 I hope to see you soon.  Tom 



Dec. 6  Dorothy & Lawrence Stevens 

Dec 13  Bethanie, Rob,                                           
  Brodie  & Sophia Hatfield 

Dec. 20  Elaine Neth 

Dec.  24  Kay & Joe Pfluke and Family 

Dec. 27  Sylvia Ryan  & Hildegard Turk 
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Dec. 13 Katie & Jennifer Mandarano  

Dec. 20 Kathryn LaBine & Lindsay Welch  

Dec. 27 Phoebe Collins & Sarah Mongeau  
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Healthy Congregation update: 

There are large bottles of hand sanitizer available for your use in many locations 
around the church. . Please use this to help protect everyone from flu viruses. 

 The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Avon, New York will be held on January 
31, 2010 in the Fellowship Hall.  The purpose of the meeting is to elect 
new Elders, Deacons and Church Officers; to receive reports; and to 
approve the Terms of Call of the Pastor as presented in the proposed 
2010 Budget.  We will also be discussing matters in the life of our     
congregation such as the building of teams to carry out our ministries; 
a consideration of our goals for our annual Harvest Supper; our                 
Bicentennial; and any matter to come before the congregation.              

 Please make a special effort to attend this very important            
congregational meeting.  It will start at 11:15am and will be done by 
1:15pm.  

ANNUAL MEETING:  January 31, 2010 at 1:15am 
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Interfaith Council News... 

 The Food Pantry is in need of                        
personal  care items, such as                     
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap,                     
shampoo, etc. 

 Thank you to all who helped 
with the Thanksgiving Baskets. 

 Our Seekers meet on the first and third Tuesdays         
of the month at 7:00pm.  We have been considering the 
nature of our Christian faith in these times.  We have 
been following Paul's letter to the Romans and                   
discussing his understanding of God, the human               
condition and what real faith is.   

 While we have been meeting since September, our 
sessions this year especially lend themselves to new 
people joining us.  If you have thought you would like 
to try a meaningful and often profound discussion of 
faith and life, please join us any time in December or 
January.  You will be welcomed.  We meet at 7:00pm 
and aim at ending at 8:30pm with prayer.  We always 
start with a bit of a treat to get us warmed up for our 
study.  If you have any questions about the Seekers 
please feel free to ask Tom. 

Seekers:                                                      
Christian Faith for the 21st Century 
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Sunday, Jan. 24 3PM - Flint Hill Folk 

Musical artists in residence at Genesee Country         
Museum, Flint Hill Folk will perform 19th century 
music in period dress. The performance will include 
descriptions of early life in the Avon area around the 
time of our church's founding. 

Sunday, March 14, 3PM - Ann House, organist &  
Musica Spei Choir 

This joint concert will feature highly regarded local 
organist and educator Ann House in a solo                   
performance. After Ann, Musica Spei, a sixteen voice 
a capella ensemble will sing early Renaissance choral 
masterworks that are rarely heard. The concert will 
reflect a Lenten theme.  

Sunday, March 28, 3PM - Derrick Smith, baritone 
soloist 

Derrick Smith is a renowned baritone having sung at 
Carnagie Hall twice and in performances around the 
globe. Mr. Smith is on the faculty of Eastman School 
of music. Derrick and his accompanist will present a 
varied musical program.  

Sunday, April 25, 3PM - Dave Rivello Ensemble 

Dave Rivello is a Rochester based jazz composer and 
will bring his twelve piece jazz ensemble to our         
sanctuary for a performance of original and evocative 
instrumental compositions. Dave Rivello is a member 
of the Eastman School of Music faculty. 

Sunday, May, 23, 3PM - Tullamore Celtic Band 

The Tullamore Celtic trio is one of Rochester's 
best Celtic groups and has performed in a wide 
variety of venues. They have released two CDs of 
their music to date and have received excellent        
reviews. 

Sunday, September 26, 3PM - "Children's               
Program" - The Story Lady (Marabeth Nally)         
and Paulsen, Baker and Garvey  

Marabeth Nally brings her unique blend of story 
telling and puppetry to our sanctuary. She'll            
entertain both young and old with her craft. 
Paulsen, Baker and Garvey acoustic trio are much 
sought after for their uplifting music. All ages will 
enjoy this combined concert. 

Sunday, October 24, 3PM AKOMA Women's 
Gospel Choir 

AKOMA is a thirty member African-American 
Women's choir. They have performed recently 
with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra and         
at SUNY Geneseo. Their moving and powerful 
concert will provide a terrific conclusion to our 
concert series.  

  *************** 

The concerts will be open to the public. All tickets 
will be $5 with some advance sales to our               
congregation. Seating will be limited to about 200. 
The remaining tickets will be sold at the door the 
day of the concert. Refreshments (coffee/tea/milk 
and cookies) will be provided after each concert in 
the Fellowship Hall for the audience and musical 
artists. 

We plan to tithe any excess proceeds to the Avon 
Food Pantry and Avon Historical Society in equal 
parts with the remainder going to support music 
ministry at our church.  

The 2010 Bicentennial Concert Series schedule has been finalized and all of the musicians         
are confirmed. Here are the details: 
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 At the Zion Episcopal Church on December 20th 
at 6:00pm the Avon Interfaith Council will present       
a “Blue Christmas” Service.   The purpose of this         
service is to acknowledge that in the midst of the 
holiday hopes, lights, and celebrations that not           
everyone is filled with holiday cheer.  Grief, fear, 
sorrow and doubt do not pay attention to the              
calendar.  For the last several years faithful people 
have been gathering at a time close to December 21st, 
the shortest day of the year, and consequently the 
longest night, to acknowledge the realities of the   
human condition.  In this Blue Christmas Service        
on December 20th we will honor the grief and pain 
that too often are our companions and we will              
affirm the true life giving hope we have through   
God in the Christ Child.    

 Feel free to join with your community as we        
immerse ourselves in the compassionate, healing 
words of our  loving God.   

A “BLUE CHRISTMAS” SERVICE:              
December 20th at 6:00pm 

The PW Crafters         
Bazaar/Bake Sale              

was a huge success.  

We have taken in 
$4500.00. 

Thank you all so much 
for all of your help           

and support. 

You are cordially invited to 

The Fourth Women of Zion 

Silver Tea 

Sunday , Dec 13th 

2:00pm-4:00pm 

Zion Church Dining Room 

North Ave. Entrance 

Handicapped Accessible 

R.S.V.P. by Mon. Dec 7th 

by calling Wanda Rowe, 226-8416 

 

Free will offering to be given to 

Mercy Flight in Canandaigua. 

Silver Tea Invitation 
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From the Church Family 

 Our congregation's extended family has suffered 
some losses over the Fall.  As we reported in the     
October Weathervane we have prayed for the family 
and friends of Kyle Parker.  We have also prayed for 
the family and friends of Austin Boyd; and Clara 
Diefenbacher; and Lyman Morey and Kenny Darron.  
A mother and daughter who have been in our prayers 
for a while also died this Fall and so we prayed for the 
family and friends of Kim Fraley and Jane Fraley; and 
a neighbor of ours, Corrine Sanders also died and we 
prayed for her family and friends.  We have also 
prayed for the family and friends of the victims of the 
Fort Hood tragedy. 

 In this Fall season we have also been praying for: 
Joel Breckenridge, Harry Zea, Judy Cobb, Jean Lacey, 
Harry Zea, Seth Powell, Ron Russell,  Richard Neth, 
Gardner Low, Joan Ryan,Tom Morey,, Irene Sharp, 
Judy Leinbach,  Norm Goheen, Millie Sackett, Alvie 
Mahar, Jane Leblanc, Larry Morey, Bob Boyd, Gladys 
Smearing, Evelyn Schwartz, Doris Mason, Elena    
Hopkins, Fran Bailey, Tom Ippelito, Dylan Gruschow, 
Amanda Joy Mayer, Warren and Alverda Brill,          
Dorothy Brown,  Michelle Ryan Brown, Jeanette 
Ryan, Lillian Pragel, Sandy Piampiano, Larry               
Hillibrant, Karen Kaiser, Gene Pragel, Nancy Dudash, 
Donna Watson, Rene Strassner, Joel Culberth, Lisa 
Richardson, Lorena Rogers, Dr. Ernest Blease, the 
Rev. Jim Renfrew, his family and church, Joan Ryan, 
Francis Watkins, Margaret Mercato, Grace Kiar,   
Linda Murphy, Edward and Barbara Rogers, Polly 
Personius, CJ Bullen, the Miller family, Mary Smith, 
all who are ill in this H1N1 flu season – especially our 
children, and the wounded and their families in the 
Fort Hood tragedy.  

 We have prayed for safe trips for: Dick and 
Thelma Leinbach, and Tim Panic. 

 We continue pray for all our first responders and 
their families, as well as all who provide emergency 

medical care; and for all our service men and women, 
especially those who are in harm's way, including: 
Tony Fusco, Craig See, Kyle Cameron, Joe Liccini, 
Tony Burns, Rob Burns, Gilbert Gaxiola, Derek         
Dumas, Brad Forsythe, Keegan Harmes, Kyle              
Bilanic, Dan Belic and Mark Woodard.  

 We have given thanks for many blessings               
including: the baptisms of: Ellie Tucker, daughter         
of July and Kevin; and ZoeLane and Dominic           
Dooley-James, daughter and son of Tracy and Bryce.  
We have given thanks for all the saints who have 
come before us, who bless us now and who are  
growing daily in our midst, including the life of Al 
Lacey.  We have thanked God and the Websters for 
the beautiful new flooring in the kitchen, hall way 
and bathrooms given in loving memory of Bob.          
We are grateful that Joe Pfluke is doing better           
medically; and for all the good work of Duane              
Staples and the Building Committee.  We are grateful 
and awed at the outpouring of love and support for 
Austin Boyd's family, especially from the over 200 
Boy Scouts and adult leaders who attended his            
service on November 7th.  We have given thanks for 
the work of the Bicentennial Concert Series             
Committee and that is coming together with first of 
seven concerts beginning on January 24, 2010.  We 
are grateful that Tom Kane is stateside; Mary Smith 
is doing very well; for all our friends and visitors in 
worship over the last number of Sundays.   

������������	�
���
���	����������������������������� ��������

����������	�
���
����	�
���������������������������� �����

���������������������������������������������������� ����

�	�����
�������������������

� ��������	�� ���!�	������������������������������

� "����#	�
���$��%������! �



Page 9 The WeatherVane 

&
�����������	�������
��������	������'
������

(��������)*�
������	�����!�����������

�

��
������+�,-*.�����/���	������
��	���������

��0
�	���������
��	����	�
�����������
�1�

"������!����������������
�����	������������������


��������

/����
����	!������
��!������
�������	�
����

����
�����!�����2�����/����	����34+,111

5
	���	���������������	�
��
����
�
�6��
��

����
����
	�
�
����������������
����������

�
������	�����������	�	�	�����

/���	����������	������'
������7��
����).�

����

��
������+�,-*.����%�����!�����������

�����
�����	������
�������������	���8��	��

8��������5
	��	������������������������

"�����������%������
�
�6��
�������	��	����

��������	���
�������������
�*����	����5
��

�
��	���
���	�����	������))���������������

,����9��
��������������!����������
��'
��

�����������8���	��:
�
���;	���(����9��	���

!������
�
��������������	���
����	������	��

�������	��������	����
	��������

<���������������8�����0
�	�����1�

 

:	����<������

'
�����'�
���=���
�
�8	�	�����0����	������

44+�>*>?=�,.@�>*>?�

��	��@:0<A��������

����������	�
��
 �

Sunday School & Youth Ministry Page 

Sunday School News  

 The children's Christmas program will take 
place during the worship service on December 
13th. The Youth Group will be conducting the 
service and the Sunday school will be          
presenting, “Jesus Is The Same-- Yesterday,   
Today & Forever.”  As part of the program,     
the Sunday school would like to ask the                  
congregation to bring an item with them to 
church that morning, to be donated to the  
Avon Food Pantry. 

 On Sunday, December 6th, there will be a 
rehearsal after church. We will be providing 
lunch for the children during the Sunday 
school time.  

 There will be no Sunday school after            
December 13th so that our teachers can enjoy 
the holidays. Sunday school will resume 
JANUARY 10th. The children will be              
greeting on January 31st. 

 Please let me know if you have any            
questions. Have a wonderful holiday season! 

 Linda Heeler 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1           
7:00 pm  
Seekers 

2 3            
Each Thurs.    
12:15 AA 
7:30pm AA & 
Alanon  

4 5            
Each Sat.           
12 Noon             
SIS Meeting 

6            
10:00am       
Worship  w/
Advent 
Brunch 

7 8 9            
1:30pm        
WeCare 
Christmas at 
the Church 

10 11 12 

13  10:00am       

Worship  w/
Children’s 
Program 

14 15           
7:00 pm  
Seekers 

16 17 18 19 

20  10:00am 

Worship w/
Christmas 
Cantata            
*6 AIC B.C.S. 

21 

7:00 pm         
Session 

22 23 24           
7:30           
Christmas 
Eve Service 

25           
Merry 
Christmas 

26 

27           
10:00am       
Worship  w/a 
Christmas 
Story  

28 29 30 31   

December 2009 

9:30am each 
Monday         

(except holidays) 
PW Crafters meet 

at the church 

*    Dec. 20, 6:00pm         
AIC Blue Christmas 
Service at Avon Zion 

Episcopal Church 

6:00pm Youth Group 

Christmas 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

                        
Each Thurs.    
12:15 AA 
7:30pm AA & 
Alanon  

1        
Happy New 
Year ! 

2            
Each Sat.           
12 Noon             
SIS Meeting 

3  10:00am       

Worship          
w/ Holy  
Communion   

4 5            
7:00pm       
Seekers 

6 7 8 9 

10  

10:00am  
Worship        
resumes                     

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 

10:00am       
Worship   

18          
7:00 pm        
Session 

19           
7:00 pm        
Seekers 

20 21 22 23    8:30am 

Presbytery’s          
Annual  
Meeting 

24 

10:00am       
Worship   

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31  10:00am       

Worship 
11:15am FPC 
Annual  

      

January 2010 
9:30am             

Mondays  PW            
Crafters meet           

at church                    
(no holidays)  

Feb.WV Art.                
Due Jan. 24 

& Sunday School         
6:00 pm Youth Grp 

Meeting   
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