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Susie Rothrock-  Clerk  of        
Session/ Presby. Commissioner 

226-8602 

Randy Ayers – Troop 86/         
Dinners  

245-2749 

Susan Blease-Stewardship/
Dinners 

226-9541 

Sandy Chambers-Rummage 
Sales/Crisis Aid 

226-6517 

Justin Dietrich – Stewardship/ 
Spec. Accts. 

281-6705 

Peggy Donaldson– Fellowship/
Personnel   

217-1564 

Gene Loriot-Christ. Ed./
Fellowship/ Trustees & Bldg. 

226-6286 

Sue Mallory – Memorial/Nom. 624-1424 

Julie Mead – Harvest/Spring 
Dinners/Christ. Ed. 

230-1358 

Donna Rogers– Dinners/ Nom. 226-2803 

Duane Staples – Trustees, 
Building Committee/Dinners 

226-6498 

Judy Staudinger– Mission/ 
Rummage Sales/ Worship 

346-2789 

Dinah Mayer-Chair/Nom./
Keep in Touch 

582-1070 

Paula Morey-Memorial 624-2471 

Gail Simpson-Flowers 781-0514    
451-2116 

Rhonda Tracy-Crisis Aid 749-4264 

Christian Trewer-Christmas 
P.O./Personnel 

748-7943 

Paul Turk-Candles/Cheer 
Sunshine/Keep in Touch  

624-1399 

From the Pastor: 

 This season has always intrigued me.  Christmas is clearly the 
most festive time of the church year.  Easter is glorious, but it is 
filled with lilies and sunrises.  Christmas occurs in the darkest time 
of the year with only candles to light our faces.  And so we add just 
about as many Christmas lights as we can.  This is part of what cap-
tures my soul in this season.  Amidst the darkest nights we have the 
brightest lights.  In the midst of the darkest human condition a baby 
is born, glowing with the grace of the divine.  As our Christmas can-
tata declares, this is a mystery and a majesty.  I find this truly amaz-
ing, and while we hear the same old carols and read the same pas-
sages from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, and while we know 
what is coming, I am still captivated by the glow, the glory, the joy 
and the grace that this Christmas season offers. 

 The other thing that intrigues me is that there is so much prepa-
ration for this time of year.  With choir practices and children's re-
hearsals, Advent Wreath and worship preparation, with all the other 
activities of this season it does seem like life is one mad dash to 
meet deadlines and get gifts and cover all the bases, and then...  And 
then there is the soul deep silence that seems to sneak up on me.  As 
I write this Weathervane article I am in the midst of the mad dash, 
the frantic scurrying to get everything done without forgetting any-
thing.  And yet I know that in the coming weeks there will be times 
when I find myself totally embraced by the silence and grace of 
God.  Some of what I feel may be the physical let down of finally 
getting everything done and all the major worship services com-
pleted, but I find it to be more than that.  God touches me in this  
season in ways I am not usually touched at other times of the year.  
And again as much as I already know the story and the familiar        
carols, still it is as if I am yet again surprised, caught off guard, 
shown a glimpse of God's grace and love that is simply beyond my 
comprehension.   

 And then there is the New Year.  I know that January 1st is not 
some magical resetting of our lives' calendars.  Still with the turning 

(Continued on page 2) 
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of that calendar page from December to January it 
does seem that something has started afresh.  For  
our church family we will be electing new Elders, 
Deacons and Church Officers, and so in this way we 
do start a new season.  And yet we are right in the 
middle of our program year.  On February 1st we do 
start a new fiscal year for our operating budget, but 
even so we are continuing our ministries and mis-
sion outreach.   And in many ways the real start of 
the new church program year is September 1st, or at 
least the first Sunday after Labor Day.  But there is 
something about this New Year stuff.   

 I have never been good at resolutions, or at least 
at keeping them.  I do better when I commit to just 
continuing to plod along, putting one foot in front of 
the other.  But again in this season of the New Year 
there does seem to be a new energy and spirit.  
Probably it is the new Elders, Deacons and Officers 
joining in the work of keeping our ministries and 
mission going.  Whatever is happening I know I 
look forward to the turning of that calendar page, 
and experiencing what God has planned for me and 
for us all.   

 I sincerely hope that you join us in this season 
filled with light amidst the darkness, of moments of 
silent grace among the crazy rushing, of the hint of 
new possibilities in the midst of the same old, same 
old.   I have been here a long time and have experi-
enced many of these seasons with you.  Still I long 
to fully engage this season once again, along with 
you, and so know God's grace and guidance for us, 
even in these days.  I truly hope to see you soon.  
Tom 
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Bicentennial Committee News 

December has come, and with it the end of our 
year of reflection, learning about our past, and 
celebration.  We concluded our Bicentennial       
program with the re-affirmation of our 1810 
Covenant on November 7th.  As we signed our 
names to this Covenant, we pledged our              
commitment to the 14 Articles of Faith and the 
Covenant that we have based our faith on in this 
congregation for 200 years. 

With this renewal and final celebration, we look 
forward to continuing to serve this congregation.  
We hope that the families coming after us will 
find this to be the place that they can call their 
church home. 

Our thanks for all the willing hands that helped 
with the presentations and activities of the past 
year.  You are all a blessing. 
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Dec. 12 Allison Gregor & Sarah Mongeau 

Dec.19 Katie & Jennifer Mandarano 

Dec. 26  Kathryn LaBine & Lindsey Welch 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � �

Jan. 2  Noah Orman & Michael Welch  

Jan.16  Phoebe Collins & Sarah Mongeau 

Jan. 23  Ethan Low & Tony Sayavong 

Jan. 30  Allison Gregor & Sarah Mongeau 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � �

 The Avon Interfaith Council is once again          
hosting a Blue Christmas Service.  This year on    
Sunday, December 19 at 4:00pm.  The Service will 
be at the Avon Zion Episcopal Church.  A Blue 
Christmas service is one in which we acknowledge 
that even though we are celebrating a wondrous 
grace, even so, our hearts can ache.  The holiday 
season is notorious for reminding us of what and 
who we have lost, even while we are being reminded 
of the new life with which we have been graced.   

 At the Avon Interfaith Council Blue Christmas 
Service we can take off the festive masks for a few 
moments and support one another in our sorrow.  
We will provide a way of acknowledging our true 
feelings while also claiming the gift that God has 
given us in the Christ Child.  No where in the Bible 
does is say we have to celebrate this season like 
Christmas elves on speed.  Our Holy Scriptures do 
invite us to meditate upon the what God's gift to us 
means in the midst of our own lives. 

 If you have lost loved ones over this past year; if 
the holiday season tends to drain your energy instead 
of inspiring your joy; if you simply want to with-
draw from all the lights and noise, please join us on 

December 19th at 4:00pm.  In quiet reverence we will 
honor the memories of those who have gone on, and 
we will seek to embrace the life and hope that is ours 
in the birth of Christ.   

A Blue Christmas Service:                       
December 19th at 4:00pm 
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 On December 19th we will be receiving this 
year's Christmas Joy Offering. 

 There will be envelopes for your use in the        
bulletin on the 19th and our children have coin boxes 
they can use during Advent to save up to give to this 
offering. 

 The Christmas Joy Offering benefits two             
important areas of our church's mission. Through the 
Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
half of this offering is used in the Assistance Pro-
gram.  The Assistance Program serves church work-
ers and their families who have special financial 
hardships.  The other important ministry supported 
by our Offering is the Presbyterian affiliated racial 
ethnic schools and colleges. These are schools and 
colleges that were founded to educate leaders for the 
church and society and are: Barber-Scotia College in 
Concord, NC; Cook Native American Ministries in 
Tempe, AZ; Knoxville College in Knoxville, TN; 
Menaul School in Albuquerque, NM; Presbyterian 
Pan American School in Kingsville TX; and            
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, AL.   

 Please give generously so that we can continue 
to support church leaders and their families, both 
past and present.  Thank you. 

2010 Christmas Joy Offering 

 The Annual Meeting of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Avon, New York will be held on January 
30th at 11:15am in the Fellowship Hall.  The purpose 
of the meeting is to receive reports, vote on the 2011 
budget, elect officers and to consider a change in our 
by-laws. 

 The Session is recommending, in consultation 
with our Deacons, to increase the number of active 
Deacons from six (6) to eight (8) adults who will be 
divided into two four (4) Deacon classes to be 
elected to two year terms on a rotating basis.             
Further there will be one (1) Youth Deacon who will 
serve a one year term with the option to be elected   
to another term.  This recommendation is in               
recognition of the fact that our hospitality ministry 
has grown and needs more consistent support.  The 
position of Youth Deacon also enhances our              
ministry to our youth by providing an additional way 
to be involved. 

The Annual Meeting of the              
Congregation And Corporation of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 

Avon, New York 

Death is not extinguishing the light; it is only                 
putting out the lamp because the dawn has come. 

Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn  
is still dark. 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy.  I awoke and 
saw that life was service. I acted and behold, service 
was joy.  

-Rabindranath Tagore, philosopher, author,                      
songwriter, painter, educator, composer,  Nobel 
Laureate (1861-1941)  

Some Illuminating Thoughts                                           
for the Dark Time of Year... 
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Some Characters You May Have Seen In Church on October 31, 2010. 



 

Page 7 The WeatherVane 

From the Church Family 

 In the last few weeks we have extended our             
condolences to the families and friends of: Audrey         
Staples, Jim Stokesbury, Yvonne Baker, Bonnie Pefley, 
John Macadoo, Harrison Marble, Tom Greer, Bob 
Pasco, Rose Weaver, Lillian Pragel, June Thayer, Jim 
Cochrane, Sgt. Javier Ortiz-Rivera, Wayne, and the            
victim found in Ontario county. 

 We have also included in our prayers the following: 
Phyllis Blease, Pat Scott, Alice Maylin, Fran Stanley, 
Roger Morey, Laura Tripp, Barb Langle, Michael           
Toland, Rich Hatfield, Kathy Russell, Martha Bishop, 
Barb Freese, John Orman, Tim Downes, Timmy          
Connor,  Judy Cobb, Seth Powell, Marian Marshall,  
Judy Leinbach, Alvie Mahar, Gladys and Walter  
Smearing, Evelyn Schwartz,  Elena Hopkins, Dylan 
Gruschow, Amanda Joy Mayer, Warren and Alverda 
Brill,   Michelle Ryan Brown, Jeanette Ryan, Sandy 
Piampiano, Patty Yates,  Karen Kaiser, Rene Strassner, 
Bob Neth,  George Bahrenberg,  Tom Ippalito, Bruce 
Macintyre, Henry Smasco, Karen Fetterson, Ed Marris, 
Shirley Findley, Eleanor Bennett, the Rev. Catherine 
Benjamin, Haley Luft, July and Mike Sputori and their 
unborn baby girl, Jay Grazenda, Henry Rodriguez, Jr. 
Mary Folts, Crystal Bowen, Jimmy Wilbur, Pat Brogan, 
Linda Kline, Jim Medic, Terry Maxwell,  

 We have prayed for safe travel for all our snowbirds; 
Alvie Mahar and David on Alvie's Honor Flight to 
Washington D.C.; the Culbertsons to Florida; and all the 
holiday travelers.  We have also prayed for safety for all 
the hunters in this season. 

 We continue to pray for all of our first responders 
and their families, as well as all who serve our nation at 
home and abroad, especially: Craig See, Joshua          
Davidson, Gilbert Gaxiola, Mark Woodard, Kyle             
Bilanic, Kyle Cameron, Derek Dumas, Aaron Facalski, 
Benjamin Williams, Nathan Lubba, Jr., Scott                
Sutherland,  Michael Woods,  Richard Darcy, and        
Robbie Webster as he enters the Marines. 

 We have given thanks and praise for:                 
our fantastic Bicentennial Concert Series, the 
Concert Committee headed by Jim Blease, and 
especially our final concert with AKOMA; for       
all our saints and precious little ones; for Kathy 
Russell's birthday; Charlie and Lauren Neth's 
wedding; the PW Crafter's safe travel on Tuesday, 
10/26; the birth of twins, Braden and Brandle 
Gieger, and parents Christie and Joe; for Phyllis 
Blease recovering nicely and being able to attend 
worship; Irene Klink's birthday; the Mahar family 
being at worship on our Re-Dedication Sunday; 
for the faith of our founding mothers and fathers 
200 years ago; the ministry of the Livingston 
County Coalition of Churches and its Program 
Director Lori McEvoy; for our congregation's 
mission outreach; for the wonderful Christmas 
Bazaar and Luncheon on 11/20; for God's grace 
and generosity in our lives; that Julie Briggs is 
okay after her deer accident; and for the birth of 
Cameron John Partridge, son of Tricia and Steven. 

Just for Laughs... 
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Financial Report October 2010 



 

Page 9 The WeatherVane 

 The Children's program is shaping up!        
We are continuing to practice for the Decem-
ber 12th presentation. We will be meeting        
after church on December 5th to run through 
the program a couple of times. Please plan on   
having your children stay for a few minutes to 
practice after the service if available. This will 
be the last time that the Sunday School will 
meet until 2011.  

 We hope that everyone will enjoy the       
holiday season and have a Happy New Year! 
We will be  looking forward to seeing every-
one again on January 9th when Sunday School 
classes resume. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS                                     
and                                                                

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

Sunday School & Youth Ministry Page  

 The Youth Group has been busy! We are         
having the 2nd meeting of the Sister Churches on 
December 3rd and will be frosting holiday cookies 
and spreading holiday cheer.  

 They have a lot planned for this year including 
the Pancake Breakfast in February, a "Beat the 
Winter Blues" party for the Sunday School this 
winter and some mission work activities. The 
Youth Group is looking to helping several com-
munity agencies throughout Livingston County 
this year as part of their mission project. Part of 
their project is to work at raising food donations 
for the Avon Food Pantry. The Food Pantry Box 
will be placed in the vestibule in the morning on 
Sunday for any food items that congregation 
members wish to donate to the project. The Youth 
Group and the Avon Food Pantry greatly                
appreciates your contributions. 

 Looking ahead to January and beyond, the 
Youth Group has a great winter planned! There is 
a "Movie Madness" overnight in the works and 
some "fun in the sun"....uh, I mean snow. The 
Youth Group will continue to work on their          
mission project, to aid local community agencies 
throughout Livingston County, and will be hosting 
the Valentine Pancake Breakfast on February 
13th. Please come and join us for some warm      
pancakes and sausage after church. We will have 
our 1st meeting of 2011 on January 9th from          
5p-6:30p. I look forward to seeing everyone there! 

 Bethany Hatfield 

Sunday School News 

Youth Group News 

Bethany Hatfield 
Christian Ed.        
Coordinator 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Each Mon.    
5:15pm AA    1 2             

Each Thurs.    
12:15 AA 
7:30pm AA & 
Alanon  

3             
Combined 
Youth Group 
Event at FPC.  
7pm to 9pm 

4             
Each Sat.           
12 Noon SIS          

5              
10:00am       
Worship w/
Advent       
Pot Luck & 

6 7             
7:00pm       
Seekers 

8             
1:30pm We-
Care Christ-
mas Party in 
Fellowship Hall  

9 10 11 

12          
10:00am  
Worship w/ 
Children’s 
Program 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19             
10:00am       
Worship w/ 
Christmas 
Cantata, 4pm 

20            
7:00pm       
Session 

21 22 23 24            
7:30pm 
Christ. Eve 
Candlelight 
Service 

25          
Merry 
Christmas! 

26            
10:00am       
Christmastide 
Worship  

27 28 29 30 31 Jan. 1, 2011 

Happy  
New Year! 

December 2010 

tree decorating  

AIC Blue Christmas, Avon Zion 

7:00 pm New 
Elves of Christ-
mas play at  
Avon Methodist 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Each Mon.    
5:15pm AA     Each Thurs.    

12:15 AA 
7:30pm AA & 
Alanon  

Happy         
New Year !       

1           
Each Sat.           
12 Noon SIS          

2              
10:00am       
Worship w/no 
communion  

3 4             
7:00pm       
Seekers 

5 6 7          
Combined 
Youth Group 
Event TBA 

8 

9             
10:00am       
Worship w/
communion 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16           
10:00am       
Worship  

17            
7:00pm       
Seekers           

18            
7:00pm       
Seekers            

19 20            
7:00pm Avon 
Interfaith        
Council  at  
Avon Methodist       

21           
Please note: 
Feb WV art 
due Jan. 23  

22 

23          
10:00am       
Worship  

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30           
10:00am       
Worship 
11:15am 

31      

January 2011 

Feb WV articles 
due 1/ 23 !           
or sooner 

Annual Meeting of Congregation 
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