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From the Pastor:

The month of March brings many changes. Spriragisally
becoming a serious possibility! In the church ndbe we move into
the Lenten season. And on March'Exeryone transforms into an
Irish lad or lassie. It also seems that this y2at,1, is bringing
many changes as well.

Just considering the events around our world énldist couple of
months it seems that as the old Dylan song saysstithey are a
changin’. You have probably heard by now thatNtaeyan long
count calendar indicates that the year 2012 isobieamatic transi-
tion. Sensationalists have said the calendar giethe end of the
world in 2012. But the Mayan elders, who keepdalendar, say
that with the end of this long count and the bemjigrof a new one
what is really indicated is a change in human gmhty and cosmic
awareness. Picking up on this interpretation tlaeeethose who say
that 2011 is a year of preparation, of cleaningyatha old and pre-
paring for the new. Watching the young people gy sweeping
up Tahrir Square in Cairo, the scene of their stupnnon-violent
victory over thirty years of a corrupt dictatorshipis easy to be-
lieve that maybe 2011 really is a year of clearmagthe old life
denying ways and preparing for a new life affirmargd spiritual
expanding era. This all sounds so New Agey urgilstop and
consider that our Lenten season is designed sovihgb through
the process of cleaning out our own life denyinggsvand becoming
prepared to the receive the amazing good newseafeurrection
life.

There is no denying that many changes seem abdwirst upon
us. The economy has been so broken that cleadughout our
nation we are going to see changes that were umialalg ten years
ago. Living on debt as a nation and as individisatping to
change. And the way we determine what the “goied is under
going change even now. All of this can and ofteasdseem like the
death throes of a stronger, more vital time. Amgkied our old sys-

tems of manufacturing, finance and the economylgiregy and some
(Continued on page 2)
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parts need to die. Yet taking a moment once again
to consider our Lenten journey we realize thahis t
life we do go through “death” to be able to beedis Minister : The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Taylor

to a new way of life — a life of real meaning, ige Parish Associate: The Rev. Dr. S. Sauvé
rity, and true productive hope.

| know that in my life there have been times Choir Director: Helen Partridge
when | have felt my way of life was dying, and in Organist/Bell Choir: Joanne Cole
fact the old way was withering and falling away. Christian Ed. Coordinator: Bethanie Hatfield

And every time this happened to me | felt like Iswa
dying. Yet, also every time new life began to
emerge within me and around me. God’s resurrec-

Secretary: Debi Leinbach 226-3387
Email for WeatherVane articles:

tion power transformed my misperceptions, failures, Avonmongeau@netscape.com
and shame into a life of real purpose, direction, Treasurer: Lori Cruz
meaning and integrity. The good news is that &s th Church: 226-6460
resurrection power has guided and shaped me, | haye

not had to go down so many dead end paths. www.avonchurch.com

| have also come to trust in God’s ever sure @@@E@E@E@E

love and grace for me. In that trust | have come t
face and accept my limitations and develop strate-
gies to keep myself strong - emotionally, spiritpal
and physically. | know that God has plans for me,
and for us together. |intend to be as readycas|
be to meet those plans and do my part. One way |
am preparing myself is by creating a time of per-

and preparation for me in my personal life and my
professional life as well. | am excited about what
God is doing in the world, in our congregation amd
my life. The tines are always a changin’ and we ca
dig in our heels and drain our energy resistinger
can open our hearts, minds and souls to the pbssibi
sonal sorting, cleaning out and renewal. | knoat th ties God is presenting to us. Based on my expegien
I am blessed beyond belief, my belief anyway. | amyit, you, | believe we will stand and embrace the
blessed to be serving such gracious, generousepeopgoming possibilities with faith, courage, resolvela

of God as you. In 2003 you could clearly see my st in God to get us through. God has not brough
need for a time of rest and renewal. So you ga&e m g this far to drop us now. And 2012 beckons.
an extended time away, a sabbatical. | did receive

new energy and purpose through that sabbatical, and May we prepare ourselves in this season of
these last eight years have been ones of amazing Lent and in this year of cleaning out and cleanipg
productivity, mission and strength for our miniegi  In this way we can receive the resurrection giftalG
together. has in store for us.

This summer once again our Session has | hope to see you soon. Take care. Tom
granted me a sabbatical so that | might rest,cefle /
and be renewed in energy and purpose. | truly be-
lieve God has a plan for me and for us together as
these coming years unfold. | want to give thahpla
my best, to give you my best in serving with you.
So itis that 2011 has truly become a time of realew
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A Note of Thanks from Alvie Mahar

=L

Dear P. W. Crafters,

Thank you for your contribution to Honor Flight Rmster to Washington, D. C.

It is only by contributions that WWII Veterans aele to take this wonderful trip.

Sincerely,

Alvie Mahar and Son, David Mahar, escort for hitéa

News From the
Avon Food Pantry

Another pressing need for our Pantry ministry igeno
volunteers to help deliver the food and to helghvicod
distributions and baskets through out the year.

The last few months have been very If you would like to help, please contact our Pantr
busy for our Avon Food Pantry ministry. Coordinator, Christine Ryan at 226-1166.

While people have been generous in
their donations, there has been a greater
need to feed the hungry of Avon. So it
is that our Pantry needs the following
items:

Cereal
Juice

Thank you so much.
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Pancake mix and syrup

Dish and laundry soap

Family sized containers
of applesauce
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Ministry Opportunities

Your Session is inviting you to indicate the Your Session is looking for those interested in
ministries in which you might have interest. We the following:

as a faith community are only as strong as the

groups and committees that serve our ministries. Fellowship Activities; Hospitality; Christian

All of our ministries have an Elder or a Deacon Education; Crisis Aid; Harvest and Spring Dinners;
overseeing them. Too often the work of those Fall and Spring Rummage Sales; Stewardship and
ministries falls back on the individual Elder or any other of the ministries for which they are
Deacon. We all need to be involved so that our responsible.

committed Elders and Deacons do not become
overwhelmed. Please prayerfully consider the
areas you would be willing to assist with and
then let your Session and your Deacons know. Ministries of caring, compassion, support,
especially for those home bound and in nursing
, “a—~ homes and hospitals. Our Hospitality Committee
\xg - &) with the Deacons assisting originally began the
e Coffee Socials. Over the years the Coffee Socials
have fallen almost solely to the Deacons. The
Hospitality Committee and the Deacons need
support for this important ministry.

Your Deacons are looking for those interested in
the following:

DONATIONSY

With more support, new ways could be initiated
of reaching out to, inviting, welcoming, supporting
and caring for all who come our way.

Please consider how you might help.

Mar. 13 Ethan Low & Tony Sayavong Mar. 6 Paul and Hildegard Turk
Mar. 13 Kay and Joe Pfluke

Mar. 20 Randy and Debbie Ayers
Mar. 27 Sunday School

Mar. 20 Allison Gregor & Sarah Mongeau

Mar. 27 Kathryn LaBine & Lindsey Welct

—
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Community Ministry a gift to give to each Resident during that time.
the Avon Nursing Home. other area churches, are each ask to fill Christmas

bags with various items for 15 women and 5 men to
Tom and other area church Pastors rotate in - pe distributed to residents of the Avon Nursing
preparing and leading Worship Services, singing  Home and Mt. Morris Rehab and Nursing Facility.
hymns and visiting with the residents. Also, our bell choir has performed and our youth

Also. each month an area church hosts a sang Christmas Carols for the residents.

birthday party for the Residents. The residents truly enjoy and look forward to all
our church has the month of July, honoring of these blessings as you will read in the follayvin
’ letter.

those having a birthday that month. All Residents

we bring the punch, birthday gifts and some sort of  jy|y pirthday party please let a PW Crafter know
entertainment. PW Crafters have also been making gpout it.

Avon Nursing Home
215 Clinton St.
Avon, NY 14414
(585) 226-2225
January 4, 2011

Dear Church Members,

On behalf of the Avon Nursing Home and the Residents here, I would like to
thank you all so very much for the gift bags you so generously constructed
and donated to us for Christmas 2010. Each Resident thoroughly enjoyed the
gifts you provided. The gift bags were so very thoughtfully put together. 1
can not fully express how much your time and efforts are appreciated here at
the Avon Nursing Home; not only with the gift bags for Christmas, but
throughout the entire year.

I would like to take a moment to also thank you for your thoughtfulness and
sincere interest to help enrich our residents’ lives through the weekly church
services you plan, coordinate, and facilitate. The church birthday parties are
also greatly appreciated and anticipated by everyone here at the Avon
Nursing Home. Our Residents really look forward to the services you
provide and you truly add to the overall quality of life of so many.

We, at the Avon Nursing Home are so very grateful and thankful to have
such support from such a wonderful caring community and such spectacular
church members. Thank-you so much for everything you do for us.

Happy New Year!

Sincerely,

Qinwr 17-Lorsger Tes /o

Janet R. Langer TRS/AD
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From the Church Family

versary of Ken and Irene Klink; for the Elemen-

In the last few weeks we have extended our tary All County Chorus Festival including our
condolences to the families and friends of: own Tony Sayavong and Katie Webster; for the
Michael ‘Louie” Cullenan, Connor Driscoll, Gretchen  birth of Sophie Lynn Trewer, daughter of Chris
Coleman, and Clyde Sloan. and Kristen; for a great Annual Meeting, and

amazing 2010 and a promising 2011; Matt Taylor
coming through his procedure well and doing fine;
the relatively peaceful transition in Egypt; fol al
our new Elders, Deacons and Church Officers;
for our Boy Scout Troop 86 and the Scouting
program; Jerry Alonzo’'$he Art of Compassion
exhibit in our Fellowship Hall; and for Sarah
Mongeau'’s finger healing nicely.

We have also included in our prayers the following
Seth Powell, Judy Staudinger, Ron Russell, Carole
Webster, Florence Gruschow, Katie Gruschow, Douglas
Faucett, Evelyn Zea, Brooklyn Sputore, Dorothy
Stevens, Barb Langle, Martha Bishop, John Orman,
Dick Gruschow, Judy Cobb, Seth Powell, Marian
Marshall, Judy Leinbach, Alvie Mahar, Gladys and
Walter Smearing, Evelyn Schwartz, Elena Hopkins,
Dylan Gruschow, Amanda Joy Mayer, Simon Meyer, We also received a thank you note from the
Warren and Alverda Brill, Michelle Ryan Brown, Avon Preservation and Historical Society for our
Jeanette Ryan, Sandy Piampiano, Karen Kaiser, Rene donation from our Bicentennial Concert Series
Strassner, Bob Neth, Shirley Finley, Judy Wanke, proceeds.

Sarah Spenser, Sandra Peterson, Matt Taylor, Jee Ta
omino, Rose Gross, Rob and Chris Staples, theyatin
Southern Sudan, Ted Simpson, Elianna Curry, Mable
Clement, Seldon Chase, Nancy Ross, David Baker, D
Green, Vicky England, Donna Mclaughlin, Mary
Brooks, Dorothy DeFranko, Adam Yanda, the 18
mission workers from the Methodist Church in Camnesc
and their work in Nicaragua; and for the people of
Tunisia and Egypt.

We continue to pray for all of our first
responders and their families, as well as all wdroes
our nation at home and abroad, especially:

Craig See, Joshua Davidson, Gilbert Gaxiola, Mark
Woodard, Kyle Bilanic, Kyle Cameron, Derek Dumas,
Aaron Facalski, Benjamin Williams, Nathan Lubba, Jr
Scott Sutherland, Michael Woods, Richard Darcy,
Zackery Lubanski, and Robbie Webster.

“I can put your mind at ease. Our new
We have given thanks and praise for: the birth of state-of-the-art sound system will

enable you to hear the sermons even

Mary Frances Pepmeyer, daughter of Eric and Audrey if you always sit on the back seat.””

Thelma Leinbach’s 8Dbirthday; for all the prayers for
Clara Elkins and the fact that she is now canass; fr from JoyfulNoiseletter.com

Nora Rothrock’s 98 birthday; the 68 wedding anni- i ©Ron Morgan
Reprinted with permission
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PW Crafters Resume

Last year was a busy one. As you know our bazaar/
bake sale went very well. We were able to make
donations to our church, Focus on the Children,
Catholic Charities HEAT Fund, Chances & Changes,

E. Avon Fire Dept., Avon Food Pantry, Teresa House,

Habitat for Humanity, Honor Flight of Rochester and
still have a reserve for 2011.

Many thanks to all of you who helped make this all
possible.

Now we're thinking of new projects and things to

make for the next bazaar on Nov. 19. Before we know

it we will be canning and jamming when the veggie
and fruit crops are ready. On that note, if theesaay
pint canning jars or any jell/jam jars, lids anadgs

sitting out there idle we can use them. Also, weeha

an idea for one pound oatmeal boxes if you have any

We should all be eating our oatmeal you know...

Many of you have left supplies for us to use and
we thank you. Sometimes we are not sure what
group some of the items are meant for. If you are
leaving things please just tag them PWC's, Sun-
day School or whatever group they should go to.
Thanks.

We are still meeting on Mondays at 9:30am-until
(whenever you want to leave). We would love to
have you join us.

Your PW Crafters ( (

2 P
- NE
L

Just for Laughs...

4

The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be sung
without musical accomplishment.

Next Sunday, Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the
morning service. The pastor will then speak on
"It's a Terrible Experience."

The “Over 60s Choir” will be disbanded for the
summer with the thanks of the entire church.

The music for today's service was all composed by
George Friedrich Handel in celebration of the 300th
anniversary of his birth.

The concert held in Fellowship Hall was a great
success. Special thanks are due to the minister's

daughter, who labored the whole evening at the
piano, which fell upon her.

22 members were present at the church meeting held
at the home of Mrs. Marsha Crutchfield last evening
Mrs. Crutchfield and Mrs. Rankin sang a duet, “The
Lord Knows Why.”

A song fest was hell at the Methodist church
Wednesday.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

We have received word of sudden passing of Rev.
Smith this morning during the worship service. Now
let's sing "Praise God from Whom All Blessings
Flow." .
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Sunday School & Youth Ministry Page

Check your email for upcoming events! ContadhBrie Hatfield with any questions.

) .o
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March 2011

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
saoman | ¥ 2 3 4 >
il 7:00pm Each Thurs. Each Sat.
April WV Seekers %'Z?iégmA . 12 Noon SIS
articles due 3/ 20 Alanon
or sooner
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:00am 11:45am 4:00pm
Worship w/ Lenten Troop 86
Holy Luncheon at Goulash
Communion Central Pres. Dinner
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:00am 11:00am Dr. |11:45am Happy St. Youth Group
Worship Taylor leads | Lenten Lunch. Patrick’s Movie Mad-
4:00pm General| worship Avon | 7:00pm D _Ba nessovernight
Assemb. Mod at| Nursing Home | Seekers ay in Church 19 to
Batavia 1st Pres| ‘f’ 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:00am 7:00pm 11:45am 4:00 pm
Worship Session Lenten Week of 21-26 Spring
N Luncheon Spring Dinner Preparation Dinner
K %%%
\o /o)
27 28 29 30 31 3/17/2011 g
10:00am 11:45am 7:00pm
Worship and Lenten ,IAvor; ith
Family Luncheon Cr;ter a',tl
Sunday ouncil at

Central Pres.
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